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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 


EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with r. MacCord (Reg. No. 28,639) on September 15, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1, line 16, delete "the" and insert — an — in front "operator". 

Claim 1, line 18, delete "user" and insert — operator — after "requiring". 

Claim 2, line 2, delete "user" and insert — operator-— in front "approximately". 

Claim 13, line 1, delete "claim 9" and insert — claim 10 — after "system of. 

Claim 29, line , insert — communicating with at least one database and 
automatically collecting and loading RFID information from database; 

automatically collecting and loading relative position data from surveying 
equipment and GPS derived information; — after "alert is observed;". 

Cancel claims 31-32. 

Claim 38, lines 9, insert — wherein a database is operatively associated with the 
microprocessor and stores information about identifying data in RFID transponders that 
may be attached to aboveground objects to be detected, and the microprocessor 
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programming compares information about detected RFID transponders attached to 
aboveground objects with information in the database; 

a GPS system to determine a geographic location of the RFID transponder 
detection system and operatively associated with the processor; — after "RFID 
transponder;". 

Claim 41 , line 1 , delete "claim 40" and insert — claim 38 — after "as claimed in". 
Claim 42, line 1, delete "claim 40" and insert — claim 38 — after "as claimed in". 
Cancel claims 39-40. 43-45, 50-51, and 53. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-7, 10-13, 15-30, 33-38, 41-42. 46-49. and 52 are allowed 
(renumbered as 1-39). 

3, The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record does not teach or suggest. In the claimed combination, a system for automatic 
detection and identification of a hidden aboveground fixed utility object having an RF 
scanner/receiver that communication with a control head, wherein control head includes 
at least one microprocessor and a user interface for automatically communicating the 
identification of the object and the RF scanner/receiver and the control head being 
removable mounted on a mobile machine, thereby providing an operator an adequate 
alert about the identity and location of the object, without requiring operator 
interpretation when the machine comes in proximity of one transponder and allowing the 
operator of the machine to avoid the object tagged by a respective transponder. 


Application/Control Number: 1 0/61 6,757 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2632 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 


Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Tai T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2961 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30am-5:00pm., 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 


September 15, 2005 
Tai T. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2632 



